
IN THE CENTPAL ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL, 

JAIPUR BENCH, JAIPUR 

OA No.274/95 

Prem Prakaah Sharma •• Applicant 

Versus 

Union of India and other 

Mr. R.N.Mathur, Couna~l for the Applicant 

Mr. U.D.Sharma, Counael for the Reapondents 

CORAM: ' 

HON'BLE MF. GOPAL ERISHNA,VICE CHAIRMAN -· 
HON'BLE MP. O.F.SHARMA,ADMIUISTRATIVE MEMBER 

ORDER 

PEP HOrJ' ELE MP. Co. P • .SI-Ln.PMA, ADMIIliSTRATIVE MEMBER 

In this application under Section 19 of the 

Administ rat i v.;: T1· ibunal.=. Act, 1985, Shr i Frem Prakash 

Word Per Minute (WPM) in Hindi .Stenography for the post 

o f C.:· n f ide n 1: i a 1 A s s i a tan t ::: .::: .:11 e P a • l ~ 0 0- 2 6 0 0 , as he 

had passed on 13-11-1991 th~ Hindi Stenography Test 

with ap~ed 100 WPM conducted by the Department of 

[• Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs, new Delhi 

Hind~ St.;:no•:;JT.:q_:·h~,' Sui tabi l i t:r· Teat with 100 WPM speed 

of the Circular/Notification dated 8-3-1995. He has 

further prayed that the r~eult of the said t~zt whereby 

null and void :tnd ma2· b-:- aet -a a ide. He has sought a 

further to that Hindi 

St.;.noo;Jraphy Suit?tbility .:::.:.nduct ed the 
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res~_:.ondents on ir. of 

the provisions of Pule 176 of the Indi9n Pailway 

time given to the applicant W32 onl7 35 minutes inate3d 

of 40 minutes. He has aought yet another declaration to 

the effect that he is entitled to:· be pl."O:•Tn·:·t·:-d on 

regular basis t.:. tho:- r·-=·at .:.f cc.nfid.;ntial Aesistant 

from 13-11-1991 on which date he paaaed the Hindi 

Department of Official Language, Ministry af Horne 

Affairs, with consequential b.:-nefite of 2.:-niarit7. 

not to revert him frarn tho:- past of Confid.:-ntial 

Assistant seal~ Ps. 1400-2600 on the basis of the 

result of the Stenog~aphy Suitabilit7 Test held on 

6-4-1995. 

2. On 30-6-1995, the Tribunal h9d iaaued an interim 

direction to the effect that tho:- ree~ondents sh3ll not 

date and this direction is still continuing. 
( . 

3. The case of the applicant is that he was 

appaint.:-d to the post af Hindi Stenograph.:-r, old ac3le 

Gl1 ~-8-53. :=.uJ:.ao:::qu.:-nt l:J, on his request, he H3S 

order datej ~7-6-1990 (Anne~ur.:--A3). 

4. For pronK•tion the post of 

cw 
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Confidential AasiataGt scale Ps. 1400-~300 (now Ps. 
. . 

1400-~600), a c.:..ndidat·~ mu.=t p.:.ss•?33 3t:·e·?d .:.f 100 WPM 

in the Hindi •:::.:.nducted 

R~jbh~.sha Adhik3ri/Hindi Officer attach~d to the office 

of the Divisional R3ilway Manag~r, Jaipur and vide 

the said t.:st. Vi•J•? Ann~:-:ur·?-A·S d:tte·:l 13-ll-1991, he 

th~ the 

in Hindi with .sp~~d 100 WPM. 

\·lEtS 9iven him in the 

Stenography Teat for r~gul3r :tppointment on the post of 

Confid~ntial Assistant seal~ Ps. 1400-~300, it was 

stated that if t:~c~s3ees~:-3 

qualific:ttion in Stennogr:tph7 with a~eed of 100 WPM, he 

should pre.sent n~ce.saar7 proof for the -=~me. This 

concession was re~eated in Anne~ur~-A5 dated ~l-5-93 by 

r 
'·' circular l~tter is.=ued b~ th~ Chief Personnel Officer, 

Western Pailwa7, Bomba7, it W3S stated th3t c3ndidates 

who have qualified with .=peed of 100 WPM or with speed 

passed E.E'. Te.=.t v1ith hi·~IE·r than 100 ViJPM speed :tr·:: 

conducted 1• • T _, .i th.= PaJbhasha A·:lhil:aJ: i/Hindi Offic.;r 
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from Ann~~ur~-A8 dat~d 13-11-1991, h~ waa not r~guir~d 

to app~ar in th~ Hindi St~nogr3ph7 T~at one~ ~g~in. 

6. On Ann·=:-: u 1· ~ -l1,_ ~ 

20-1~-1990, to spp~az in th~ English St~nograph7 T~at, 

call~d upon to app~ar in th~ St~nog~aph7 Test vide 

Ann~~ur~-A5 dat~d ~1-5-1993 but did not tat~ part 

Vid~ Ann~~ur~-Al~ dat~d 4-1-1994, h~ was 

,. 
I 

th~rain. Finally, vid~ Ann~~ur~-Al4 d~ted 8-3-1995, the 

applicant W9S again called upon to app~ar in the 

St:-nograph7 T~at, h~ appeared th~r~in but waa d~clared 

7. WlE:·ll h·= \-Ja3 call·=d up·:•n t.:· Eit::.p.::at· in the 

St .:;:no>JL" aph7 T~at vid·:- l·:::t t•:-r dat~d ~1-5-1993 ( P..r.n~ :-: ure-

th~ r~guired sp~~d the 

thCJ.t in view .. . c ,_, .L 

P3ilway Eatablishm~nt Manual, it waa n~c~ssar7 for him 

the Sp~~d T.::at vid.:: Ann~xur.:: -Al4 dat~d 

8-3-1995, h~ again aubmitt~d EI repreaentation vide 

required to Eipp~ar in th~ t~2t as h~ haa alr~Eid7 paaa~d 

tho:- by tho:- Hindi Off ic~L-, but 

n~v~rtheleaa appeared in th~ aEiid, tho:- teat reault 

30-5-1995 b7 which he wEia d~clar~d to hELve fail~d. 

8. On~ of th~ applicant'a gri~vancea ia that since 

cw 
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speed of 100 WPM conduct~d by the Hindi Officer 

attached to the office of DRM, he was not required to 

is that \·lh i le und.:-r para 176 of IREM, he was to be 

given 40 minutes time f·:.t· tt·an.:•::ribin.;J th·~ shorthand 

dictation, he was given only 35 minutes and thus the 

test was not properly conducted. He had 3ppeared, under 

protest, in the teat of which result was declared vide 

Annexure-Al6 dated 20-5-1995. 
'1 

9. The respond~nts in their reply have stated, 

inter alia, that for regular prc.m·:•t ion t•:. th<:? post of 

Confidential Aesistant scale Re. 1400-2300, passing the 

speed ~est with 100 WPM in Hindi/English St~nograph7 is 

from taking the ~peed test who have alread7 been 

poss.:ssing th·:: e.aid e.pe.~d in sten.:.graphy. This has been 

stated in Annexure-R3 dated 2~-4-1994 which i~ a reply 

ft·om the General to a 

communication from the Divisional Railw~y Manager, 

Jaipur. In this communication it is further stated that 

( there are no instructions of the Railway Board for 

regularisation of Hindi S t eno·;p..,- a pher s Hho have 

qua~ified in speed of 100 WPM in examinations conducted 

by the Rajbhaaha Vibhag, Ministry of Home Affairs, New 

Delhi and that the test conducted b7 the Pajbhasha 

Vibhag does not stand at par with the departmental 

examination for the purpo.:e of regular promotion to the 

post of Confidential Assistant. The applicant had 

secured Z..:t··:. rnarl:s out of 100 in the StGno>Jraphy Test 

conducted on 31-1-1991 in pursuance of Notification 

Anne~ure-A4 dal:~d 20-12-1990. The applicant's averments 

q~ 
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. . 
not if i·:::a t i.:.ns issu~d for holding the 

examination hav~ not b~6n deni~d b7 the r~spond~nts but 

they have acld~d that his r:·ra7ere. fo;_· e:·:.:-mr:·tion, v1ere 

reject-ed snd b~r Anne::m_·,~-AlO dat·~d 26-3-1993, he \·las 

categorically infc.rm~d that h~ hacl t·:o ,:.ass the sp~ed 

t-est conducted by the Departm~nt and that the one 

that Annexure-A6 dated 29-7-1975 on which much reli3nce 

has been placed b7 the applicant does not provide that 

those who have pase6d th~ teet conducted by the 

Rajbhaaha Adhil:ari .3r·=- ale.o ·~:·:empt·::-d from. the said 

test. Aa regards the applicant's reliance on provisions 

of para 176 of IREM, they have stated that the 

provision of t r ::tne.ct· it=·t ion t im•? of 40 minutes is for 

filling up the post of Stenographer for scale Ps. 1200-

2040 and that the terms and conditions for passing the 

Speed Teat fo1.· the ~;.c.st in scale Rs. 1400-2300 are as 

laid down in the Eailwa7 Bo.~L-d' s l·?tt.:r dated 28-7-1971 

(Ann.c:-:ure-E III) (pa9e 8·1 of th.:. J;·at:o·=-r boo1:) to which a 

reference has been made in sub-para (3) of para 176 of 

IREM. As per Annexure-P III, the- p~riod prescribed for 

takin·~ dict.:ttion is 7 minut~s and th·:- time given for 

tL"anscr ipt ion is 3 5 minutes. Ther·: fo:.t··~, th·=: test was 

conducted properl7 in accordance with the provisions of 

para 176(3) of !REM. 

10. The applicant has filed a rejoinder in which he 

baa stat<?d, amo:ono;Jat C•th.;r.=, that th.::- St:.e·?d Test for 

of the Uotification (Annexur.;-A4) dat.;d 20-1~-1990, was 

QJ 
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because of th~ obvioua r~aaon that h~ waa a Hindi 

English St~nography T~st. Lat~r on h~ paas~d th~ Hindi 

St~nography Teet with sp~ed of 100 WPM conduct~d b7 th~ 

Hindi Offic~r of Ministr7 of Hom~ Affairs in July, 1991 

vid~ th..:: L--=eul t d·~·:::: l ar·~d bj· A nne:-:u t··:-Ae dat·?d 

13-11-lSJSJl. Th·:: a r;·t=·l i.:::a n t h=ta maint:.ain~d that th·? 

to be decided is wheth~r the applicant ie governed by 

th~ inatructic.ns cc·ntained dat~d 

conducted b7 the Rajbh:tsha A.:lhikari, h~ ia not r~quired 

to paes the t~st again. 

the applic:tnt stat~d that it was mast improper far the 

whereas the applicant was a Hindi Stenagr:tpher. H~ 

relied upon the provisions in circular lett~r Anne~ure-

A6 to t:.h~ effect that Stenographers who have qualified 

in 100 WPM or 120 WPM in the Inc~ntiv~ T~st and those 

who have p3ased the E.E. Teat with high~r than 100 WPM 

ar~ e~empt~d from the Speed T~st. According to him, the 

applicant had th·= 

Eajbh:taha Adhil:ctci which was ar. In.:::entiv·::: Teat. The 

communication Anne~ure-A6 itself ~ecogniaee that a 

the T.:::st. In sub.=·:::qu.:::nt 
r 

nut if i .::.at ion Anne:-:ure-ll_ :. da t.:;:.j ~ 1-:.-199 3, it was •:.n•::::e 

again that if cand i..:la t·::: 

OJJ 
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qualification in Sp·~~d T~et "~:lith 100 WPM, he ah.:.uld 

offe~ ~~oof of that ~ff~ct. Thua th~ d~p~rtment itself 

r.::~cognised that a .::andicl3.t·? can t .. :: •-;lr~nted ·~:-:emption 

fot· appeat·ing in th·~ I'e};··=li·tm·~ntal St·~no:,.;~rar·hj Teet of 

requisite speed if he had passed the e~amination 

conducted by th•? FajJ:.hasha J1.dhi1:ari Hith the same 

speed. Therefor~, the applicant waa not ~~quired to 

appea~ in th.::: Speed Teat c.:.ndu·::ted J:.-:/ th·:: Dep.:tt·tment, 

once again. 

1.2. The learned coune.el f·:·L· th·.: ~·~2'(;' .. :.rtdents e.tated 

that the applicant had not challenged Anne~ure-AlO 

by which hia rep~esentation dated 

25-5-1093 seeking exemption f~om appe3ring in the test 

(Annexu~e-A9) had J:.aen ~eiected. Also the applicant had 

not challt::n';]•?d Ann.~:-:ur·~-Pl ,:Jat•?d ~2-4-E'~'-'! b·::in·;,t th•? 

communication from the General Manager, Weate~n Pailway 

to the DF~M, .Jaipur by whi·:::h it 'I...Jas st:tt•?d that there 

are no instructions from for 

regularisation of I-J i nd i St.::nc .. ;Jrapher s vrho have 

qualified in the Spaed Test of 100 WPM in the 

examination cc.nducted b7 the P.ajbhaeln. ViblEt•-;1, Ministry 

of Home Affairs. That :tpart, in the last communication 

Annexure-Al4 dated 8-3-1095, there vras no mention that 

any .:::zemption would J:,e gr3nt~d if a test of equivalent 

speed etc. ha.= alL··::adj J::,een r:·:taeE:d b7 the applicant • 

.P.nnexure-.n.6 d.:tted :2~~-2-lS,75 (lid not J::·l.·o-v-ide that the 

test conducted by the PajJ:.haaha Adhitari will be 

as equivalent that conducted by the 

D~partment 2ven if bath testa are of .=peed of 100 WPM 

in Ster1ography. Unl·~ee. the ~r:·plicant pass·?d the test 

conducted b7 the D<:-t:·-~t·trn.~nt, he vlOuld n.:.t be entitled 

on the post of Confi8ential Aseistant 
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SC3l~ Pa. 1400-~300/1400-2600. 

13. th~ l~arn~d couna~l for the 

parti~a and have gone through th~ r~cords. 

14. 3verm~nt of the 

r~apond~nts to th~ ~ff~ct that th~ t~st pr~acrib~d for 

the poat carrying seal~ Ra. 1~00-~300 on which the 

candid~te ahould be given tr3nscription time of only 35 

minutea and nat 40 minutea. This is a issue relat~a to 

th~ .::.:.r~du.::t. ·=·:~: e:·:3min3ti·:·n b·i i:h~ D~pat·tm~nt. Primary 

is wh~th~r the t~st 

_.c 
·-· .L 

to that conducted by the Dep3rtm~nt 3nd, th~r~fore, 

Officer/Pajbhasha is .3rt the 

of the Divisional Pailway Manag~r, as is apparent from 

100 WPM. Queation is, whichia this Inc~ntive T~at ? We 

far th~ respondents to 

applicant could hav~ pasaed. He could nat aff~r us an7 

that is ·=·f 1975 

applicant waa 3gain aat~d to 3ppear in the t~st and in 

which he fail~d, th~re ie no m~ntianed about the 

~ 
\ 
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e~emption being granted 6n his having pa2sed an7 other 

test. Fact, however, remaina that in one of the earlier 

i .. ; . Anne~ure-A5 dated ~l-5-1993 by 

if ·~an.Jid:tt·~s have alresdy passed Speed Teat in 

stenography with 100 WPM, they should produce proof to 

this Eff~ct. Thus, that a a lat.::- a a 

21-5-199:?, 1 the instructior,s still 

ins true t i ·:.ns ~~l-:2-1975 

\·Jithdcawn at tim.::: 

Annexuce-Pl dated :2~-4-1994 in which it is stated thst 

examination conducted by the Pajbhasha Adhit~ri ~an be 

withdraw! or cancellstion the instcuctions dated 

Thus in view, 

Speed Test conducted b~ the Depactment because the test 

Test referred to in Annexure-A6. 

15. P.s j bhasha Adh U:a1· i , 

Ministcy of Home Affairs, D·=-r:·aL- tm·~n t 

- .c ._, .L th-e 

.:. f 0 f f i .::: i a 1 

Language, waa sttached to the office of th~ Divisional 

Pailwsy Man~ger. We do not see how the teat conducted 

by him could in any way 

the one conducted I• T T _, i 

• •- ----· - -·T --

be considered to be inferior 

-And 2 inc·~ 

to 

it 

includin.;y 
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not se~ any reason2 wh7 the a~plicant ahould be forced 

alre~dy p~ased the teat conducted by the P3jbhaah3 

Adhikari. Th~ policy adopted by the Pailway Authorities 

us~~ I-Jindi 

Department of Official Language, Miniatry of Home 

Affairs. 

It i2 un f.:.rt un.::: t·~ t h.:t t by Annexure-A4 dated 

Sp~ed Teat in Engliah Stenography whereaa he waa infact 

a Hindi Stenographer. to aay that the 

appl icard: had aecured ~ero marta out -.r. 
'-'L 

conducted in English Stenography cannot be held 3gainat 

reault waa declared vide Annexure-Al6 dated 30-5-1995, 

the applicant waa declared to have failed but it ia not 

shown how many m3rts he aecured. The applic3nt seema to 

Hindi a.s aeen from varioua testimonials 2uch as 

3l1d F-~3. the 

specifi.::.~lly quaahing O:•f P.s 

6Jrds _failure to aeet quaahing Anne:·: u 1· e-P l 
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sa7 that thia i2 a communication from th~ G~n~ral 

Man3gar, We2t~rn Pailway to th~ D.P.M., Jaipur :.tnd the 

r~apandenta have not that a copy of thia 

communication waa served an t~a applicant, ev~n though 

th3t t h e c .:· n t ·~ n t s 

failur~ to chall~ng~ this communication would not 

render the application as nat maintainable because the 

·=.-nouo;~h 

reliefs to him. 

11. Considering all the abov~ circumatances, w~ hold 

that s1nce th~ applicant has paas~d the ap~~d test in 

Test in Hindi StE:nography for tt~ purpo2e af his 

r•:gularisati·:on C•n the p•:•st .:•f Confid~nti3.l l\.=ai.3tant. 

The shall jud·;Je th·= 

suitabilit7 th·= of 

Confidential As2 is t.:.t n t •:On t J·•·= assufilpt ic.n that h.;. has 

in Hindi with 100 WPM .=:t:·eed :tnd tal:e fuL·th.=.-l· .=uitat.l.;:, 

action accordingly. 

lS. The OA is di2posed of accardino;~l7 with no ord~r 

as ncosts. 

( 0. ~ J11aJ;na) ~£{H 
( G·::,t:.al I~1· i a hna) 

AdministrativE: ME:mber 


