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The short common oiiit at th:. stage of edmiSoL o of tbc 

is whether CO 	 o cCl claim t be aggrieved 

s 
and be an ppltCflt 

for relief. The Administrative Tribunal 

Act has no oftnitiU for 'porSi1', but it 
spccifiCCll 0xcludCS 

from the 0pplicati o f this A 	
L Act, as statec 

corta in personS  
all the 

under socti 2o 
2 thorof. Under section 14 of the Act, 

of tIe powerS end authri jurisdiCti
LY exercisable by al.l curtS 

(except the sup 	
p reme court) in relatico tv sccifie( matters are 

brouht williri tIc 
jurisdiCti0fl of the ribunal. The c1Ue3tiOfl 

arises whether -_ny CS )Ciat1On can have CflV griDVaUCC O account 

of any ordr of the Government or any competCi cutborit, 

except os it affectS individa 
ul mecrS thereof, in their capa- 

city as 
sent3 f the Government or of the orgeniSati0fl to wI ich 

the jurisdiCtiOfl of the Tribunal IS extended. It such an asso- 

çictiofl can apply for relict, it is cOntCfldC that this iribunel 

can gran ouch relief uly in 
respect of specific individUelJ in 

their c0oCitY CO 
employceS of the Government or such organiOetiflS. 

it is, therefore, co.itefldCC that asoCCiat1 	s such cannot 

eC- and cannot sock or obtain relief in the name of be eggriCv  

CS3OCiCt1Cl. No decided 
that as this matter was one of coofl 

interest and is likely to arise in a nuer f easeS
1  it would be 

desirable to hear the learned advocates before any dcciSiU in 

tic matter is taken. Accordingly, some learne( advocatCS, Mr. 

K.K. 611aL, Mr. Vyas, Mr.XaVicr, Mr. i.. shah, iir.J.D. Ajmere, 

Mr. P.M. Amcra, Mr. V.6. Mehta, gave us their views en Mr, 

N.J. Nebta furiiishoe a detilec note citing lzw, end ccioins ju 

some coeO coid views of r out c u 	thr 2ur 3U1( c 	We 

ore greteful t Jiom fr  isoence. 

. . . . . 2, .. 



Further w. have boon much sistod by the Sutrcmc 

Court judgment in Bar Council £ Maharesbtrc. vs • M.V. DahholkTr 

in A.I.A 1975 s.C. 2092, enc7. by a judgment f the Jodhpur bench 

of Control Administrative Tribunal, Raj oston Anushakti Karam-

chori Jnion endothor vs Union of India arid Ore, iii A.T.R. 

1986(2)C,.1. 59, whict deal uitt tis 'ucstin, 

As the ndmiiistrativo tribunals Act, 1935, has ho 

provision containing the definition of 'persn' we hove to 

refer 'Co he General Clauses Act, in which the word 'person' 

is said to include colipony or osociatin or body of individuals, 

whether incurporT ace or not. This eafinition is not con fined 

only to natural persons. This d2fioiti;n would govern the 

Central Administrative Tribunals Act, in interpreting 'a 

person epgriav±' in section 19 of the Act. 

Section 14 of the Administrative Tribunals Act, transfers 

the jurisdiction of the High Court in specified service matters 

to Aaainistrativ Tribunals coiistitu ad dqckr the Hc • Now 

the jurisdictio f tc High Court extends to assocition3 if 

they bring ut run, service matter by which they fool aggriov'd 

before it. If the view is taken that service seociatin5 

cannt coma up befro the Tribunal, they would need then to go 

to the High Court, and to that extent tire transfer of the 

entirety cf the jurisdiction in sarvic matt.rs sought to a 

done under secti:ri 14 ,f the Administrotivo Tribunals Act, 

would be qualified and modified. This is contrary to the exam-

ssed ,urposci and weaning f tho. secti. .. of the Act. 

5 	In a lara number of cases, the balance of convenience 

would lie in allowing ti1 oasseciatioirs to boing u mobtors on 

which either the whole class of the relevant catgory f Govern-

mont or other servants is rtggriev. to be brcugh tbrougl-i the 

aplicotiofl o:L tt . associations far relief before the Tribunal. 

N doubt rolief can be given by the dacisions .f th Tribunal, 

eventually only to iodividuals, whr cur: so or constitut the 

aa:iatie, 
 



H 
whole class and if a point iovolviflg all Cf thorn ii reisod 

in the ape heat1 en of the as500i:lti-Oii it weul hardly I:o c nducivc 

to aperopriato end spo Cy dispesCi, i: the CPP1 icatiO onth hy 

individual rnombcre : f ti aseecintien are entertained by the 

Tribunal. 

6. 	
It ha: boon noticed that in many cci :, the course of 

actiJ fll.oTccI hoc boon to join tie 	
Ci 00 CP li000tT 

along with an iiioiviCUl1 omolcyo:.. who, co ho fact: of the. 

cocci  is directly efCCto by the impugned oroor. This is a 

whloSom. praciC one may be acte wherever pessib1 , for the 

roosoci thot it onabloc th ilr
ibuflal to luck at both the common 

quectiouC involvth regarding th 2 
iclovolt class of tic Government 

Sorvante, on( else the SpecifiC griov:iiCe f on individual 

Government servant, the latter seiflg as in illustratiDi or 

giving -foctually a focuc to ho c;c:nor:l question invelvcc0 

7. 	
ile concedinG that there is no bar against 530c±tiOfl5  

coming up before she Tribunal as legal persons aggrieve for 

seeking appropriat: r.1iof on scrviC matterS to which the 

jurisdiction of the Tribunal oxtond3, a word of caution may be 

nocoeserl, so that in fit cases tIc Tribunal's discretion in 

allowing aJ iciatlOnS to make such ep0liCCtiO-) 13 00 entirely 

cxc ludoe. There may LC caseS i: which GovernmCfl scantS of 

crqanisaticnS to which the jurisdictio0 jf the Tribunal has boon 

extended might 1ove mere than one associations and individual 

members of that sorviCo might belong to different s:ociatiefl5 . 

it may also sometimes be the cace that iudividul members of the 

service might change their affiliations 3 different asociatiens. 

In such cases, the pos cihil.ty of cnflicti of interestc and 

difficulty of identi' ing whiC individual beleng to which 

organiSation anc whih as500ietlJO speaks for which mebors in any 

matter coming u[ beforo the 2ribun2.l, may not be exciudod, As 

things aro 

 

to often service csseCiaticn break ua and coalesde 

.4/.- 



und oguL brook u, This thcrnrc, is nr on a.iiuc- 

h 	thotic 1 cniiti u:cj 	In suc c000 i, wo considcr tha 

Tribunal boo 	ri0 t to lo 1: into th quoutiun of w1otr th 

upol icon as c inti nactually has common intor toanC. thu ro 

:osaitativ capacity which givus it th. status of a logol pors n 

aggr1uvC ana wr.ic. is in tho racts u: ts .o cas 13 n 	rundur 

ambiguous, dc'btfl or c.:otvoroiol 	If th,-; Tribunal comus t. tL 

finding thot in such caso, thu nodo uf justico and of uxu 

dis jSOl ar n0t 1 	to b0 survd, thu Tribunal could woll r fus 

to u tr:oin 3UCi an aplicotin frum such on ooc1 ciun and rtu1ru 

aalicoriun3 innividual l rrm ourons r mp1uyoc5 oggr1ovc by 

tho lmpUgiiuO orCr, 

B. 	To concludu it is hold th0t t 	word 'purs:n uggriuv. C 

SOLUld b0 wic1ly intrrt 	s 	oto includo as,ociati10 r aol 03. 

Thu Tribunal could considr thu unturtoinmunt of thuir oplicotioflS 

if comm-1-1 cstiOnS aro inVO1V 	and th0 balanc of convniunco 

may bo found t ho in dis:sing of thu ap1iccttion3 by suct ass's-

ciatiDnJ instud f having ttui-n from iOdivlduTl mumbro thcroof. 

In cosos in whichit or tho ropruount ivu capo.citv is doubtful 

or thu momborsrip or thu as3oCitiunS is contruvorsial, or thcr 

l's 007 althiguit7 in common cjuustio u invulv k, or commn ruliuf to 

bu providod or th: roprosuntotivo status, thu Tribunal may rcoir 

that thu 0Ld licatiun 	d s is mou by agriuv 0 indivicuol umployuuo. 

On this basis, inoividual putitiun will bu hoard on morit3 

(P. TRIViL2I) 

(PM. JoJn_) 
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